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This update is produced by Office of the United Nations Resident Coordinator (UNRCO). The aim of the update is to provide 
the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and development partners with a qualitative overview of the humanitarian and 
recovery context in provinces 2 and 5. This update draws on information gathered by the UNRCO’s Field Liaison Officers 
based in Banke, Rautahat, Mahottari, Saptari and Morang.   

 

 

Situation Overview  
 

• Bureaucratic and administrative issues have caused major delays in the ability of NGOs to provide cash 
support to 6,500 beneficiaries in Rautahat.  

• Gaps remains in the provision of the Government’s 70 NPR per day post-flood assistance package in Banke. 

• In Saptari, the Government has concluded allocations of its 70 NPR per day post-flood assistance support.  
  

 
1. Banke and Bardiya  

 
Humanitarian and recovery update:  
 
Across Banke and Bardiya various orientation programmes including about cold wave preparedness and the 
Government’s disaster management act were conducted in mid and late December. For example, ‘Basic Water 
Emergency Search and Rescue Training’ took place in Bardiya from December 20th to 22nd and in Banke from 
December 24th to 26th. Similarly, an orientation programme regarding the disaster act and cold wave preparedness 
was held for the elected representatives and officials of Rapti Sonari Rural Municipality in Banke district on December 
21st. A similar orientation was held at Narainapur Rural Municipality on December 22nd and other are planned across 
the district in early January.  
 
To further support preparedness for the winter season blankets, bedding, dignity kits and other items were distributed 
to flood affected communities in Rapti Sonari-2, Gulariya Municipality-12 and in Duduwa Rural Municipality-2 in the 
penultimate week of December.  
 
In Banke the Protection Cluster met on 20th December and requested partner organisations to submit their respective 
contingency plans for the winter season by December 22nd. As of 3rd January, the Cluster lead (the Department of 
Women and Children) had not received any preparedness plans from Cluster members.  
 
Gaps remains in the provision of the Government’s 70 NPR per day post-flood assistance package. For example, 
300 households in Duduwa Rural Municipality in Banke district are yet to have received financial support from the 
authorities – nearly five months after the onset of the floods.  
 
 

2. Rautahat   
 
Humanitarian and recovery update:  
 
Distribution of food and non-food items as well as cash-for-food support commenced in the district headquarters 
following the completion of the December elections. Bureaucratic and administrative issues have caused major 
delays in the ability of NGOs to provide cash support to 6,500 beneficiaries in Rautahat (specifically in Maulapur, 
Dewahi Gonahi, Baudhimai, and Katahariya). Compounding such delays, flood affected communities have stressed 
to the UNRCO that the level of financial assistance provided by the Government has not been sufficient to address 
food needs let alone broader recovery requirements.  
 
Temperatures fell to 7 degrees in mid-December in Rautahat and may drop further in January. Flood affected 
communities and their winter crops and livestock may be adversely impacted further decreases in temperatures 
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which could likely lead to dense fog. Local health officials report an increase in cold weather-related ailments including 
respiratory infections.   
 
Across the district 2,055 households have been identified by the local authorities as “highly vulnerable”. Such 
households may experience more pronounced hardships during the winter season.  
 
A preparedness planning meeting for the winter season was held on December 18th and was convened by the District 
Coordination Committee (DCC). The DCC and other stakeholders in the district agreed to provide immediate support 
to vulnerable households (including those affected by the monsoon floods) through the provision of firewood. To 
complement this assistance fire safety related information was disseminated by local radios.       
 
Current cold weather conditions and flood damaged education infrastructure, such as toilets, are contributing to 
reduced attendance at approximately 35 schools in the district. Thousands of school children across Rautahat are 
attending schools that have were damaged during the floods and are yet to have conducted repairs.   
 
The District Public Health Office (DPHO) has reported that a lack of heating supplies and equipment is having a 
detrimental effect on healthcare provision at hospitals in Rautahat with patients receiving medical treatment in poorly 
heated facilities. DPHO officials also report that a lack of trained medical staff and equipment in health posts, 
particularly in more remote areas of Rautahat, have been identified as likely constraints to the provision of winter-
related healthcare support. Similarly, the District Livestock Support Office (DLSO) is providing support to livestock 
affected by the cold wave, but there are limited equipment and medicines available.       
 
In 12 flood affected Palikas across the district there are nearly 650 cases of moderate acute malnutrition and 95 
severe acute malnutrition cases. Reportedly, in later December 250 persons (mainly lactating women) were not able 
to collect rations of super cereal owing to cold weather conditions.  
 

3. Dhanusa  
 
Humanitarian and recovery update:  
 
The District Agricultural Development Office (DADO) has provided Gaupalikas and municipalities with 216 metric 
tons of wheat seed for onward distribution to households impacted by flooding. Each flood affected household 
received 5 kg of seed for free and up to 10 kg at a 50% subsidized rate. In addition, some of the affected municipalities 
such as Sahidnagar extended wheat seed distribution out of their own budgets to partially affected and vulnerable 
households. More agriculture recovery support activities including agri-tools support, fertilizers, storage utilities, sand 
removal, fish ponds repair support, and small irrigation channel maintenance and repair will be conducted by DADO. 
 
Affected communities, including vulnerable Dalit households, from Mukhiyapatti Mushariniya, Kamala Siddhidatri, 
and Hansapur, Sahidnagar municipalities have been unable to repair their homes that were damaged in the August 
floods owing to a lack of relief and recovery assistance. Some households remain displaced from their homes and 
are taking shelter in schools.  
 
During the week of 19th December temperatures in Dhanusa fell markedly. The drop in temperatures led to the closure 
of schools in the district until 14th January.  
 
At the December 28th District Disaster Management Committee meeting, members discussed the winter support 
distribution for highly flood affected areas. NGOs will be distributing various NFIs, including blankets, NFI kits, kitchen 
utensils, and improved cooking stoves to fully flood affected and most vulnerable households and villages. These 
areas were mapped out with NGOs tasked with certain geographic locations. Distributions will prioritise fully flood 
affected and partially affected households, and vulnerable households.  
 
With the end of the election period local bodies are placing significant interest on prioritizing recovery support 
activities to affected households. However, due to insufficient human resources in the newly established local bodies 
there are a lack of designated positions across affected Gaupalikas and Municipalities in the district. Once staffed 
and positions are filled, the local bodies are planning to gather updated information on the post flood situation and 
coordinate with humanitarian and recovery actors in the district.  
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4. Saptari  
 
Humanitarian and recovery update:  

 
As of December 29th, 6,297 flood affected households, identified as critically food insecure, received emergency cash 
support to enable them to meet food needs.  
 
Due to the December elections, the UN CERF programme was delayed in Saptari. Following the conclusion of the 
election CERF funded relief distributions commenced on December 9th and distributions of food aid support targeting 
6,328 households commenced. In addition, allocations of CERF funded emergency shelter/non-food items sufficient 
for 2,900 flood affected households took place from December 14th to 22nd.  
 
Emergency cash and NFI distributions were based on the beneficiaries list finalized in consultation with the respective 
elected local bodies of the municipalities by the NRCS Saptari District Chapter. However, the distribution process 
faced hurdles when an opposing political party accused the newly elected representatives of favoring supporters and 
excluding those who supported the opposition during the beneficiary selection process. In one instance, the 
distribution of quick response cards was suspended on December 17th before being resolved after consultations with 
community leaders and local bodies. By the end of December, an unconditional cash grant (NPR 5,000) provided by 
an NGO was distributed to 568 households and a second cash grant to 30 households (NPR 15,000) for income 
generation activities. 
 
The Protection Cluster encouraged its partners to mainstream the protection concerns of elderly, disabled persons, 
children and pregnant and lactating mothers and their psychosocial counselling needs in the planning process. The 
partners were also urged to be alert and on stand-by for the cold wave preparedness and response as required. 
Warm clothing was distributed to 300 school children between December 28th and January 3rd. In addition, 3,000 
blankets, 2,000 mats, 100 large tents and 10 water tanks have been distributed through local bodies with support 
from an international development agency. Some private groups have initiated the construction of houses for the 
flood affected Musahars in the Musahar settlement of Tilathi Koiladi Rural Municipality. 77 houses with 2 rooms and 
a kitchen will be constructed. However, the Department of Urban Development and Building Construction is officially 
unaware of this shelter support. 
 
The distribution of the government cash grant of NPR 70 package has been completed. 1,994 individuals from 394 
households benefited. 

 
5. Morang  

 
Humanitarian and recovery update:  

 

The District Disaster Management Committee (DDMC) convened a meeting on 19th December in Morang and 
determined that NGOs in the district will take the lead in broadcasting, disseminating and circulating information on 
the cold wave in local languages through various communication channels, as instructed by the Home Ministry. Also, 
all organizations will provide a list of winter supplies on-hand to the DDMC and conduct distributions by identifying 
the vulnerable and poor households in the southern part of Morang, which is more likely to be affected by the cold 
wave. Similarly, the District Forest Office (DFO) with the coordination of Biratnagar Metropolitan city and other 
agencies, agreed to collect, manage and distribute firewood.  
 
In December, it was agreed in Morang that DADO will continue to provide agricultural relief and recovery assistance 
to flood affected farmers. In December and January, DADO will provide technical services to farmers whose crops 
and cattle may be affected by the winter. In addition, the DDMC, will manage the distribution of fuel, blankets and 
firewood by identifying the most vulnerable and poor households. 
 
The Women and Children’s Office in Morang held a meeting on 14th December to discuss winter preparedness. A 5-
member committee was formed, which will prepare a resource map of existing i/NGOs and other organizations in 
Morang in order to act promptly in the face of a spike in humanitarian needs caused by a fall in temperatures.  
 
A ‘Cluster Specific Detailed Assessment’ (CSDA) was conducted by the Protection Cluster and completed in all 17 
Palikas of Morang. The assessment was completed in December and revealed that women and children felt unsafe 
while staying in tents and reported sexual abuse, harassment and psychosocial concerns. The CSDA revealed 55 
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cases of gender based violence since August and showed that flood affected communities in Morang felt relief 
support insufficient, late and unequally distributed.  
    
A local NGO reported that about 50 households in Siswali, Dhanpura and Khaptole in Biratnagar-19 are still living in 
make-shift camps. The community members are mostly squatters; thus, they have no stable homes to return to, and 
are living in areas adjacent to the Singhiya River.  
 
The District Public Health Office (DPHO) has reported that it will continue to provide health services through its 
regular programmes. These include preventative, curative and rehabilitative approaches at the local health facilities 
in all the affected Palikas. Over the past month, the Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition programme has 
been implemented in Biratnagar Metroplis, Katahari, Jahada, Dhanpal, Gramthan and Budhiganga rural 
municipalities, and Rangeli, Sunbarsi, Ratuwamai and Sundarharaicha municipalities targeting flood affected 
communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Prem Awasthi, Field Coordinator, prem.awasthi@one.un.org, Tel: +977 9858021752 
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